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Connecticut Supporting More than 200 College-Bound Foster Children

Governor John G. Rowland and DCF Commissioner Darlene Dunbar, MSW, today honored
nearly 50 foster children in Connecticut’s care who will attend college in the coming academic
school year.  Over 200 foster children in the state’s care will be pursuing college this coming
fall.  At the ceremony held at the State Capitol, the approximately 50 students were recognized
for their achievements as part of the Department of Children and Families “Independent Living”
College program.

“It is a great tribute to these students and the many others who have made choices to pursue
higher education under this program.  Nothing gives young people a bigger leg up than a college
education,” said Governor Rowland. “The support these teenagers receive from their foster
families and DCF social workers are essential to providing these new opportunities for their
future. We want our young people to become successful, independent adults who will contribute
toward strong families and communities.”

The average cost for a youth to attend college is approximately $7000 covering tuition, room and
board, books and other necessary expenses. Under the program, DCF provides any necessary
financial assistance the student is unable to gain through grants or scholarships if he or she
attends a two or four-year college, maintains good grades, contributes $500 of his or her own
earnings, and complies with program rules.  Nearly 20% of the students in this program will
receive 100% full tuition coverage through scholarships and grants to attend the college of their
choice.

DCF Commissioner Dunbar said that even in these difficult fiscal times, the college program
should be a priority.

“The State of Connecticut is the parent to these kids,” Commissioner Dunbar said. “Just like we
would for our own children, we need to do everything we can to prepare them for the future and
the competitive world we live in.”
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Last fiscal year, 228 youth attended a two or four-year college under the program. Youth attend
colleges in Connecticut, including Yale University, UCONN, all of the Connecticut State
University campuses, and community colleges, as well as out of state schools, including Stanford
University.

The program cost $1.6 million last fiscal year, about half of the total cost of tuition. The
remaining tuition will be covered through grants and scholarships the students obtain, as well as
a $500 contribution from their own earnings.  Those youth starting college this fall as incoming
freshmen received certificates for computers to aid in their studies, and all the students received
praise for overcoming obstacles and achieving success in their education.  DCF provided more
than 240 computers to foster children to aid in their college studies in State Fiscal Year 2002.

“Theses student’s achievements are something I am extremely proud of,” said Governor
Rowland.  “Many have excelled in high school, becoming leaders among their peers, and I know
they will excel as they pursue higher education.  This is a tremendous investment in the future of
our state.”

Under Governor Rowland term, the maximum age of youth in the program was raised to 23 in
2000.

“Kids in foster care, like many of today’s youth, need a bit more time because the challenges
they confront may require that they take the five-year plan rather than take a straight path
through college,” said Commissioner Dunbar. “But there is no doubt that many of our young
people flourish when given the support. It is a program that we can all be proud of, and I know it
makes me proud of our kids.”

The college program is managed by the Department’s Youth Development Unit that offers a
variety of services to adolescents in state foster care.  Services include Independent Living
programs that teach life skills and vocational skills.  Employment opportunities at United Parcel
Services and other businesses are also available. Young people receive housing with varying
levels of supervision as appropriate to the needs of the youth.  Some youth live in apartment
complexes where staff are housed so they can provide close guidance.  Youth who have
demonstrated the ability to properly care for themselves with minimal supervision are provided
more independent living arrangements.

The goal of all these support programs is to help youth in the foster care system become
independent when they leave state care. Connecticut’s Youth Development programs were cited
by the Annie E. Casey Foundation as a national model in a special report on foster teens in
transition published in 2001.
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2003 College Attendees Towns College Attending
Marta Acevedo Bloomfield Livingston College
Emmauela Arnaud Bridgeport Long Island University
Jennifer Brown Middletown  Middlesex Community
Stephen Brown West Hartford University of Hartford
Lourdes Burgos Hartford Capitol Community College
Casilda Cerutti New Britain Central Conn. State Univ.
Tylon Chaney Hartford Florida A&M
Shanika Clay Hartford Dean College
Tinikia Cooke** New Haven Albertus Magnus
Lissette Cruz Hartford Johnson C. Smith University
Carla Dash Hamden Tufts University
Megan Desorbo Middletown Middlesex Community College
Mishawna Edwards West Hartford Southern Conn. State Univ.
Angela Ferola-Hill Willimantic Eastern Conn. State Univ.
Michelle Germain Burlington Tunxis Community College
Rachel Greene Terryville Central Conn. State Univ.
Melissa Harris New Haven Gateway Community College
Shanietta Jackson Bloomfield Capitol Community College
Mary Ann Kempi Hartford St. Joseph’s College
Janet Kirchherr New Haven Albertus Magnus College
Kara Lam Rocky Hill Central Conn. State Univ.
Lorraine Lopez Hartford Ct. Culinary Institute
Tamara Mackinnon Hartford Capitol Community College
Carmen Martell Hartford St. Joseph’s College
Shanda McClendon West Hartford St. Joseph’s College
Latoya McKithan New Britain Southern Conn. State Univ.
Tamika McKithan New Britain Central Conn. State Univ.
Elens B. Miller Ledyard Eastern Conn. State Univ.
Chelsea Moule Ellington Westfield State College
Keisha Palmer Middletown Middlesex Community College
Michael Palmieri Wethersfield Central Conn. State Univ.
Donald Parsons East Hampton Mitchell College
Jose Perez Manchester Manchester Community Coll.
Aubrey Perron Manchester Manchester Community Coll.



Lauren Pettine Hartford Manchester Community Coll.
Rachel Rodriquez Hartford Capitol Community College
Veronica Rodriguez New Britain Tunxis Community College
Mary Ellen Santiago Stratford Western Conn. State Univ.
Marcus Setzer Willington Univ. of Connecticut
Michelle Smith Bloomfield Capitol Community College
Robert Thomas Bloomfield Manchester Community Coll.
Sharon Thompson Bridgeport Fairfield University
Christie Tracey Newington St. Joseph’s College
Danielle Urciullo New Britain Northeastern University
Quashawn “Jamaal”Whitehead Coventry Manchester Community Coll.
Mario Wilcox Bloomfield South Carolina State Univ.
Latoya Williams Manchester Norfolk State University
Mioshie Wilson Hartford Manchester Community
College

**Program Speaker
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